
RAMLEH WAR CEMETERY 
 
 
Historical Information 
The cemetery dates from the First World War, when Ramleh (now Ramla) was occupied by the 1st 
Australian Light Horse Brigade on 1 November 1917. Field Ambulances, and later Casualty Clearing 
Stations, were posted at Ramleh and Lydda from December 1917 onwards. The cemetery was begun 
by the medical units, but some graves were brought in later from the battlefields and from Latron, 
Sarona and Wilhema Military and Indian Cemeteries. 
 
During the Second World War, this cemetery was used by the Ramla Royal Air Force Station and by 
various Commonwealth hospitals posted in turn to the area for varying periods. 
 
RAMLEH WAR CEMETERY contains 3,300 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, 964 of 
them unidentified. Second World War burials number 1,168. There are also 892 war graves of other 
nationalities from both wars, and 525 non-war burials, many from the RAF and garrison stations that 
were at Ramleh in the inter war years and until the end of the British Mandate in Palestine in 1948. 
 
Within Ramleh War Cemetery will be found: 
 
The RAMLEH 1914-18 MEMORIAL, erected in 1961 to commemorate more than 300 
Commonwealth, German and Turkish servicemen of the First World War who lie buried in cemeteries 
elsewhere in Israel where their graves could no longer be maintained. Only 74 of the casualties are 
named. 
 
The RAMLEH 1939-45 MEMORIAL, commemorating 28 Jewish and non Arab servicemen of the 
Second World War, and six non-war casualties of the Palestine Police Force, who lie buried in 
cemeteries elsewhere in Israel where their graves could not be maintained in perpetuity. 
 
The original war cemetery was designed by Sir John J. Burnet, but following the addition of the 1939-
45 war graves, the site was extensively remodelled in the 1950s by Alan Stewart, ARIBA. 
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