Rev. HUGH R. MUNRO Rev. GEORGE K. WOOD

In 1054, the installation of electric ]ight was comp[clct[ in
the church; and was uesd for the lirst time at the evening service
on Sunday, 18th February.

Mr McCaughan laboured zealously in the parish of Stone-
house, and preached the Gospel with power and persuasiveness.
It was with sincere regret that members heard ol his resignation
on the ground of ill-health in 1935.

Mrand Mrs E\"lcCaug[mn arc al present living in England.

1935. Huen R. Munro.

Being called from Bo'ness, the Rev. Hugh R. Munro was
inducted on the 16th October, 1955, and became the assistant and
successor to Mr McCaughan.  On the 19th January, 1943, he
intimated that he had received a call to another church.

N 1944. Georce K. Woob.
The Rev. George K. Wood was called from Kells in New

Ga“oway. and was inducted as co”eague and successor on Thurs-
day, 19th October, 1944. By this time, union between St
Ninian's and the Hamilton Memorial was becoming a practical
proposition, and when Mr Wood received a call [rom another
church in 1946 he accepted in order to [lacilitate the union of the
two charges.  Mr Wood is at present in Paisley.
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PART 2

The Hamilton M emorial



Church, built on the site of the original
Free Church.

The Hamilfon Memorial
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History of Hamilton Memorial Church

The 18th May, 1845 was a great day in the history ol
Scotland. It was Disruption Day. A day when over four
hundred ministers walked out of the General i\sscml)ly in protest
againsl cerlain princip[es ol the Established Church. Four
hundred and sevent)hfour ministers signcd away, of their
[ree will, their position and emoluments to the value of £100,000
a year, and every missionary in the loreign lield did the same.
From any point of view, it was an act ol supreme courage and
[aith.

It did not come about on the spur of the moment. Prepara-
tions had been made for it. So we lind preparations l)cing made
in Stonchouse.  The following is a copy of the [irst minute of
the emlero congregation:

Stonchouse, 28th March, 1843. Alter an address [rom the

Revd. Robert Paterson; and the Revd. Mr Buchan
]mving_{ closed wilh some appropriale remarks, that
portion ol the audience who adhered to the Convocation
[Jrincip[es, remained, and formed themselves into an
.f\ssocinlion, to be called " The Stonchouse  Free
Presbylerian Church Association.” A commiltee was
then appointed consisting ol the following members;
viz:

Mr John Scoll, I\"lcrchunl'. President.

My John Paterson, Tolts, Treasurer.

Mr Andrew Millar, Stonchouse, Secretary.

Mr Thomas Walker, Spiltal.

Mr John Hamilton, Bogside.

Mr John Muter, Walson.

Mr John Thomson, Stonchouse.

Mr Alexander Tudhope, Stonehouse.

Mr James Hamilton, Bogside.

Mr James Thomson.

Mr John Thomson, Stonehouse.

Mr Archibald Millar, Stonehouse.

Mr James Thomson, Stonchouse.

Mr Alexander Hmnilion, Stonehouse.

With power lo add to their numbers.
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N.B. The meeting was held within the Sesession Meeting
House of Stonehouse.  Dr. Paterson is of Glasgow, and Mr
Buchan of Hamilton.

The uriginal Free Church was erected on the site which was
later occupied by the church known as the Hamilton Memorial.
The lirst one was pu”ed down, as it was not big enough to contain
the rapidly increasing congregalion, and in ils place rose a
beautiful ediflice which was opened by Dr. Buchanan of Glasgow.
on the 4th October, 1874.

The three diets of worsllip on the 4th October, 1874, were
crowded and the collection amounted to £430. When the intima-
tion to that elfect was made, lears ol joy could be seen running
down many a cheek.

On the Monday evening a meeting of the congregalion and
[riends was held to congratulate the Building Committee on the
|mp|)y termination of their labours. As the congregation had
been accommodated, (luring the rebuilding, by the U.P. Church,
one of the deacons of the Free Church presenle([ that congregation
with a c||cquc for €50, and gave the church ollicer a purse and
small sum of money. The Rev. H. A. Paterson was
presented with a handsome maf}agony telescope c{ining table as a
loken of affectionate rcgard.

The church was a neat and elcgant building‘ of the Gothic
style with a spire 117 [eet in height.  The bell, which weighed
rather more than half a ton, had a dcep melodious tone.  The
church was heated by waler pipes alongsidc the walls above the
lloor. It was designed to seat 640 sitters. Mr Baldie was the
architect.

For 72 years the buil(ling was in use for the Master's service,
but was vacated on the union of St. Ninian's and Hamilton
Memorial. It was [inally demolished in 1954. That was a
severe blow to all who loved the Hamilton Memorial.  But love
of God triumphed over love of }Juilding and surely the founders
of the Hamilton Memorial, who know the joy of the lellowship
which is undivided in Heaven, rejoice at the union which has
strengthened the witness for Christ in this parish.
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1843. Rev. W. K. Hasiron.

A building fund was started, and a site procured. On the
30t11 August a call was moderated to the Rev. W. K. Hamilton.
He was ordained on the 12th October by the Presbytery of
Hamilton, and on the 16th was inducted to his charge by the Rev.
Dr. Candlish of Edinburgh, the ceremony taking place by the
burn side in the open air.

The church cost about £480 and did service for a period of
about thirly years.  But under Mr Hamilton's ministry the mem-
bership increased very rapidly and a new church had to be built.
The cost of the structure was £5570, and with other additions the
total cost was something like £4000.

It was opened in October, 1874. Mr Hamilton had a great
heart.  Ile loved his congregation, and his congregation loved
him. It was in honour of him that the church was called the
Hamilton Memorial.  He retired to London (1877).

1878. Rev. James Laixc.

My FHamilton's successor was the Rev. James Laing, M.A.,
London, formerly of Lesmahagow, who came to Stonchouse in
Scplcmbcr. 1878, Mr Laing was an c]oquenl prcac[lcr. and had
a successlul minislry, during which, in 1880 a baptismal font was
giftcd to the church.  He died on the 7t|1 July, 1893.

Rev. W. K. HAMILTON Rev. JAMES LAING
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Rev. JAMES DEAS Rev. GEORGE R. ROBERTSON

1804. Rev. James Deas.

The election of Mr Deas is contained in the Kirk Session
minutes as follows: “Alter prayer, and a statement by the
moderator, three candidates were proposed and duly seconded,
and voted upon, when there appeared to be lor the Revd. Peter
Smith, 142; for the Revd. J. H. Deas, B.D., 110; for the Revd. G.
Burnett, MLA., 72. The two highest were then voted upon, when
the Revd. J. H. Deas had 107 voles, and the Revd. P. Smith 142."
Mr Deas was ordained on the 22nd February, 1804.

He came at a very trying time in the l\islory of the congrega-
tion.  But he Tought his battle, and fought it well.  During his
ministry many improvements were carried out. Many have had
occasion to give thanks lor his ministry of twenty-live years.

It was ([uring his ministry that the national union belween
the United Presbyterian Church and the Free Church took place,
and the local congregation became known as the Hamilton
Memorial United Free Church. He lelt Stonchouse to go to
Kirkcaldy Union Church in 1019Q.
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1919. Rev. Georce R. Rosertsox.

The Rev. George R. Robertson came [rom Tranenl to Stone-
house, and was inducted to the Hamilton Memorial on the 25lll
June, 1010. e brought. as was expcctcd. zeal an_d enthusiasm,
and many relreshing memories of his ministry still bring joy lo
those who heard him and met with him.

During Mr Robertson’s ministry there took place the greal
national union of the -United Free Church and the Church of
Scotland.  The Hamilton Memorial United Free Church came
into the union and was subsequently know as the Hamilton
Memorial Church of Scotland.  Services were held to consumate
and commemorate the union.

Mr Robertson remained in Stonchouse until 1950 when he
received a call f[rom Lochee Road Church, Dundee, to which he
was inducted on the 151 of Qclober of that year.  Retiring from
this c|mrgc in 1955. Mr Robertson has made his home in Dundee.

1951.  Rev. James McDox~awp.

At the close ol the evening service on Sundayv, March 3isl,
1051, a congregational meeling was held with a view to the
election of a minister. It was moved by M James Thomson and
seconded l)y Mrs Robertson that Mr James McDonald, prolm-

Rev. JAMES McDONALD




tioner, be elected as minister.  Mr McDonald was unanimously
elected and, in due time, ordained and inducted. (20th April,
1931). Alter a short ministry in Stonehouse, Mr McDonald was
called to Neilston South Church and left to take up his charge
there on 26th September, 1034.

19355. Rev. Davio Doie.

The Rev. David Doig was ordained and inducted to the
charge of Hamilton Memorial on 12th June, 1935. Mr Doig
ministered with acceplance, and is well remembered by many
members of the old Hamilton Memorial Church. In 1030 he
received a call to High Street Church, Dumbarton, and was
inducted there on the 24th January, 1940. He is at present
minister of Holburn Central Church, Aberdeen.

1940 1946

1940. Rev. R. Gourtay Brack.

The seventh and last minister of the Hamilton Memorial was
the Rev. R. Gourlay Black who was inducted on Wednesday,
a5th September, 1940.  During Mr Black's ministry many united
services were held with St. Ninian's Parish Church, and the
question of permanent union was raised.  Mr Black was called
to St. Rollox Church, Glasgow, in 1046, and still ministers there.
We were glad to have him preac])ing in the Parish Church last
year.
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Rev.
WILLIAM R. F. McGHIE

Rev.
ROBERT C. POLLOCK
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United Charge: Stonehouse Church
of Scotland:  The Parish Church

Alter much discussion, the union of the two churches became
an accomplished fact. A Service of Uniting was held in the
present building on Sunday, 1st September, 1946, at 6 p.m.
There was a Iarge attendance, and members of other churches in
the parish attended. The Moderator of the Pres]:)yl'ery. the Rev.
D. Connelly, M.A., of Glassford, was present, also the Rev. C.
Keith McWilliam, B.D., assistant clerk of the Presbytery, and
the Rev. J. Bryce Jamieson, B.D., convener of the Committee of
Unions and Re-adjuslmenls.

It has been a good union, and the vitality of the church has
never waned since.  Indeed it can be truly said it goes on [rom
strength to strength.

1947. Ronerr C. Pouock.

The Rev. Robert C. Pollock, B.D., who had served during the
war as an Army Chaplain. was called to be the first minister of
the united charge.  He was inducted on the 29th January, 1947.
Mr Pollock brought enthusiasm and [riendliness to the task, and
successfu“y disc]larged his duties in the church and J)aris]l.
During Mr Pollock's ministry the Hamilton Memorial Church was
sold, and the proceeds laid aside to [orm the beginning ol a Hall
Fund.

At a meeting ol the Kirk Session on soth May, 1951, Mr
Pollock intimated that he had accepled an invitation to preach as
sole nominee in the vacancy at St. Andrew’s, Falkirk, to which
c|1arge he was u[l‘imale[y called.

1952.  Wiam R. F. McGuig.
The Rev. William R. F. McGhie, B.D.., while minister al

the West Church, Buckie, received an invitation to preach for the
vacant charge of Stonehouse, and accepting the invitation, was
asked to be sole nominee, and then inducted to the charge on the
12th March, 1952.
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Mr McGhie's wide experience in the Army as a Chaplain,
and his [ive years among the lisherlolk, equipped him [or the work
to which he had been called. ’

During his ministry a number of notable innovations have
been made, and the church has made sleady progress. Funds for
the new hall were quickly raised, and a fine new hall, which
incorporales lovely stained glass windows [rom the old Hamilton
Memorial Church, was opened on the 50th March, 1955.

New youth organisalions such as the Life Boys, The Boys’
Briga([c. The Greenwood. and The Girls' Guildry are ﬂourishing.
and all the old organisalions, such as the Sunday School, Bible
Class, the Woman's Guild with its drama group, choir and work-
party, are in goocl heart.  The church was painled and
redecorated a [ew vears ago, and that, together with certain gifts
which have been received [or the sancluary, and the veslry, has
made a great difference to the beauty and comlort of the building.

Mr McGhie is minister of the church at this present lime,

The original Life-Boy team photographed at the close of its first
session (1955).
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. Afte:: a !ap.se of half a century the Boys' Brigade was re-established

in 1954, Picture shows the first members of the, new company.

The Girls' Guildry taken in the new hall (1956). The photograph
shows the stained glass windows taken from the Hamilton Memorial
Church.
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The People

Much has been said in the loregoing pages ol the ministers
ol the church, but even a little brochure like this would not be
complete without some reference to the people who made up the
congregalions, Great have been their joys and sorrows, and
down the years these same folk, finding their comfort and strength
in Christ, have handed down to each succeeding gcneralibn the

opportunity of worshipping God in the sanctuary.

The fe”ows[\ip of the Church has never been perfect.  There
have been, and are, the backsliders; but, more important for the
continuance of the Church, there have been, and are, the sincere,
faithlul, Godly pcop|c.
witnessed, and the open door of the Kirk on Sun(lny is a slanding
memorial to their zeal.

These latter, have prayed, worked, and

Sunday School teachers, women of the Guild, leaders of
the organisalions, clloir. organist, church ollicer and cleaners, all
have done well and share in the great llistory of our church in
this place.

The olfice-bearers and clders do an imporlant bit of work,
and the records of the church contain testimonies to their worth.
The Kirk Session has [unctioned right from the beginning of our
Protestant llcrilage. and many God-fcaring men it has produced.
There is many a fine tribute in the Session Minutes to such men,
who, when their life's work was done, were honoured by their
coileagues and the congdregalion.

As a tribute to all elders, and indeed, as a tribute to all
members of the congregation who have honoured their vows and
kept the light of the Kingdom burning, may | quote from the Kirk
Session Minutes, the minute of 24th August, 1908: “The desire
was expressed by all that the Kirk Session should record their
sincere regret at the loss they had sustained in the death of Mr
Alexander Shearer, the senior elder of the church.  They are
reminded that Mr Shearer had been an elder in the church since
1866 and that during all those 42 years he was not once absent
from communion.”

That is the stuff that the church is made of.
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25.
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Olfice-Bearers

Tue Kirg Sesston.

James Anderson (1954), 26 New Street.

John Clark (1936), 26 Townhead Street.

lan Crosbie (1952), 5 Brankston Avenue.

James Curr (1038), 5 Green Strect.

James Curr (1949), 2 Newhall Terrace, Paisley.
Mitchell Curr (1922), 8 Sidehead Road.

Robert Findlay (1928), 15 Hill Road.

John C. Haston (1951). Queen Street.

John Hawthorn (1938), 0 Wellbrae.

James Jamieson (1901), 51 Lockhart Street.
William Kirkland (1949), 7 Caledonian Avcnut_:.
Archibald Maclie (1909), 22 Hill Road.

James I\’chay (1951), 34 Cam'nethan Street.
John McLachlan, ML.A. (1047), 11 Wellbrae.
William McLachlan (1947), Woodlands.

Peter McMillan (1952), 10 Brankston Avenue.
John L. Muir ((1040), 17 Townhead Street.
Walter Murdoch (1952), 68 Marley Hill Avenue.
James A. Murray, M.B., Ch.B. (1036), 5 King Street.
Andrew Plenderleith (1937), 42 Marley Hill Avenue.
James Plenderleith (1951). 50 Lockhart Street.
James Rattray (1921). 40 Green Street.

James B. Scott (1043), 26 Marley Hill Avenue.
Robert Sonnenstein (1954), 55 Cam'nethan Street.
James Thomson (1925), 03 King Street.

Thomas Weir (1954). 9 Vicars Road.

John T. Whannell (1952), 18 Angle Strect.

Passed away this year:

Andrew McAlpine (1940), 52 New Street.

William Whitelaw (1943), 16 Cam’nethan Street.
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Congregalional Board

The Elders, plus the following elected members: Thomas
Brownlie, 25 Townhead Slreel; William Cranston, B.Sc., 2 Avon
View: William Drinnan, 76 Marley Hill Avenue; Mrs W.
Hunter, 6 Wellbrae; Nicol Jardine, 55 King Street; Walter Lang,
24 St. Ninian's Place; Miss Jean T. Leishman, 537 Lockhart Street;
Mrs C. McAlpine, 6 Wellbrae; Miss Grace K. Robertson, M.A.,
50 Kirk Street; Charles Stevenson, 41 Brankston Avenue; Miss
Florence 1. Stirling, M.A., 65 Lockhart Street; William C.
Whitelaw, 22 Caledonian Avenue; Miss Mae Wilson, 17 Marley
Hill Avenue; Mrs T. \'Vi]son,-42 Green Street.

Minister: Rev. William R. F. McGhie, M.A., B.D.
Session Clerk: James Rattray.
Session Treasurer:  James B. Scott.

Board Treasurer: Robert Sonnenstein.

Board Clerk: William Cranston, 13.Sc.
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Epilogue

Jesus said, “Upon this rock will I build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16.18).

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the ministry. for the edifying of the
body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
ol the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature ol the fullness of Christ.”

(Epllcsians 4.11-13).

“Christ also loved the church. and gave himsell for it.”

(Ephesians 5.25).

Almig]l[y God we give Thee thanks that Thou hast called
us to be members of Christ's Church.  'We remember thy people
who have served thee diligently down through the years in this
p[ace: and we pray that we may be enabled to lollow in their
roolsleps. sanclifying our own lives, ri“ing Thy church with praise
and prayer, and Imnding on to [uture generations a place where
they also might worship Thy great name and [ind peace, and joy,
and salvation unto eternal lile, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

AII‘K.‘H.

——
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